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President’s Message 
 

Hello Everyone: 

I hope everyone managed to have an enjoyable Halloween. It’s hard to believe it’s now November. 
Both Election Day & Thanksgiving are around the corner.   

October was a busy month with 11/1’s & I had the privilege of attending the virtual California 
Council Meeting hosted by the South Bay Association of Insurance Professionals. South Bay 
Association of Insurance Professionals did an amazing job! Please see Regina Lemanowicz, CLP, 
Public Relations Chair update below. SFIP confirmed our bid to host the 2022 Council Meeting. 
Hopefully we can have the 2022 Council Meeting in person. If not, we will hold it virtually. If you 
would like to volunteer to for the 2022 meeting please let me know. It takes a village to put on an 
event of this size. 

Unfortunately due to the current situation we have not held any in person events.  We will 
reschedule some events in the future when it’s safe to do so. We do miss seeing everyone in person! 
In the future we would like to have a virtual event. If you have any ideas or would like to teach a 
class please let me know. 

Take care & stay safe everyone! 

Sincerely, 

Marie Meadows 

SFIP 2020-2021 

President 

 



2020 CA Council 
Hosted by: South Bay Association of Insurance Professionals 

Roaring into the 20’s! 
 

The 2020 Council Meeting was certainly one for the books as we Roared into the 20’s! We were 
supposed to meet in the lovely area of Redondo Beach and life happened. South Bay Association of 
Insurance Professionals were not to be deterred from their plans to make sure we not only had a 
Council Meeting but were determined to make sure we had a great Council Meeting and a fun virtual 
experience.  
 
The meeting was held virtually on October 9-10 but started well before those dates. Due to the virtual 
format the CWC Competition was recorded on September 23, 2020 with two contestants participating. 
It was a great learning experience for all those involved. Our hats are off to our amazing Command 
Center Manager, Sarah Jane Jara, CLP. Wow! What an incredible job she did from the recording to 
the slide show to the Charlie Brown applause. And I just have to mention the curtains!!  
 
SBAIP made sure we had fabulous Swag Bags prior to the meeting. The swag bag was full of sponsor 
promotional items, a sparkly headband to wear for the welcome party and our ribbons. Such a special 
touch.  
 
The Council Meeting was well attended by members in California. We were honored to have our 
Region VII RVP Robin Souza, CPCU, CIC, CRM,AFIS, AIS, AIC, AINS, CIIP and International 
President Lauri Oakden-Binder, RWCS, CRIS, CLP, CIIP and International President Elect, Geraldine 
Plott, CPCU, FCLA, SCLA, AIC, AIS, ARM, AINS, CIIP, DAE, CLP in attendance. Lauri joined us 
from Nevada and Geraldine joined us from North Carolina. We had a lot of support from other regions 
and were proud to welcome Region III RVP Vickie Harmon, CMA, CIIP, CLP, DAE, PIAM from 
Tennessee, Roz Horton, CIIP, PIAM from Tennessee, Region II RVP Donna Whited from West 
Virginia, Past RVP Lisa Hardin, CPCU, AIC, AIS, ACS, AINS, CCLA, DAE, CLP from Wisconsin, 
Melissa Rageth, AIC-MM, AIM AINS CISR, CLP from Minnesota, Sandy Malone, CIC, CISR, 
ASCR, CIIP, CLP, CWC, DTM from Washington and Mark Coberly from Hawaii. We hope they had 
a great time and visit us again.  
 
Friday was a day of education.  
 
Christine Chandler Tillett, PHR, CLP, CRIS, CIIP taught a CLP course-Succession Planning and 
surprised those registered for the class with a homework assignment. The CLP class was possible 
thanks to a grant from the Legacy Foundation.  
 
Gina Thomas Patterson, CISR-Elite, CPIW, DAE, CLP taught the IAIP course. I Can! A Step Above: 
Inland Marine-Builders Risk From the Ground Up.  
 
Friday night was the Welcome Party. A Great Gatsby theme. We were able to dress up, play games, 
win prizes and enjoy connecting with our fellow members.  
 



Once again, the members came through with donations for Silent Auction virtual baskets. The theme 
was All That Jazz. What an amazing job by the Silent Auction Chairs. Kim Cameron CPIW, CLP, 
Laura Gutierrez, CIC, CPIW and Christine Chandler Tillett, PHR, CLP, CRIS, CIIP.  
 
Saturday started with a virtual breakfast for the First Timers. They were able to get to know our 
Council Director, Kari Woods, CLP before the business session started. First Timers Chair Annette 
Ing-Firmeza gave them a game of Bingo to play that included words they would hear during the 
business session. They had to form the letter F on their card. Council Director, Awards, Bylaws, 
Delegates to name a few. The First Timer with the first Bingo won a free registration to the 2021 
Council Meeting in San Diego compliments of San Diego Association of Insurance Professionals. We 
were lucky to have 11 First Timers. Annette was in contact with the First Timers in advance of the 
meeting by sending them copies of their rights and privileges as well as other valuable information 
about IAIP. They will still have a few privileges at the 2021 Council Meeting in San Diego . SDAIP 
has provided (go to the head of the line) vouchers for them to redeem.  
 
Council Director, Kari Woods, CLP opened the business session Saturday morning. Her theme is 
C.O.U.R.S.E.  Community Outreach Using Resources Skills and Education. Raymond (Ray) Huff led 
us in the Collect.  
 
Host Association Co-Chairs, Sarah Jane Jara, CLP and Freddy Rodriguez gave their opening remarks 
and welcomed us to the new virtual format.  International President Lauri Oakden-Binder and Region 
VII RVP Robin Souza gave their welcome remarks. 
  
During Kari’s Council Report she shared her vision for California and we were treated to the song 
from Hamilton, The Room Where It Happens. When you got skin in the game, you stay in the game 
But you don't get a win unless you play in the game! 
 
The business session was the room where it happened. We had reports from Robin Souza, our RVP. 
Robin Fawkes, CIIP, CCLA, DAE reported on the California Trust Fund. Roz Horton, CIIP, PIAM 
reported on the Legacy Foundation.  
 
Regina Lemanowicz, CLP presided over the CWC competition. Both contestants did a fabulous job. 
Marcella Beasley, MA, CIC, CISR, CRIS,CCIP, MLIS, CLP, CIIP, TRIP represented the Insurance 
Associates of Fresno and Betsy Johnson, CISR, CIC represented the San Diego Association of 
Insurance Professionals.  
 
Andrea Gable-Setterstom gave the bylaws report and Lucille Shalometh, CPIW gave the 
Recommendations report. There were no changes or recommendations that required a vote. Mitula 
Patel, CLP gave the Credentials report. We had 10 voting delegates at the meeting.  
 
We broke for lunch and had additional time to place our bids on the Silent Auction items and chat with 
attendees. Special entertainment was provided by Jordan Baker, Daisy Buchanan and Jay Gatsby. 
Jordan Baker gave us history and background on the era of the Roaring 20’s. The Silent Auction not 
only reached their set goal but exceeded it. Proceeds benefited the California Trust Fund and Awards 
Fund. Great job Jordan, Daisy and Jay!  
 



The second business session was the keynote speaker. Jamil Frazier. He shared his story and his 
dreams with us. I know I was personally mesmerized, inspired, encouraged and so very thankful for 
his message of Connecting Authentically. And remember the questions to ask? F.O.R.D. 
Family...Occupation...Recreation...Dreams. You can connect with him at: 
www.thinklifeisdifferent.com.  
 
Then it was time to get up and get moving. Betsy Johnson had us dancing to the Charleston during our 
FIT Break. Boy, does she have the energy!  
 
San Diego confirmed their bid to host the 2021 Council Meeting.  
San Francisco confirmed their bid to host the 2022 Council Meeting.  
Bids for 2023 are open.  
 
The day ended with the Awards Presentations.  
 
Our winners were:  
Gayle Reskin Angel Award: Pat Park, CPIW-Insurance Professionals of Santa Barbara 
Rookie of the Year - Lou Ohki-Insurance Associates of Fresno 
Member of the Year - Marcella Beasley, MA, CIC, CISR, CRIS, MLIS, CCIP, CIIP, CLP, TRIP- 
Insurance Associates of Fresno 
Mentor of the Year- Mary Moore-Campagna, CPCU, AAM, AAI, AAIF, AIS, ARP, ATM, CPIW- 
CA Member at Large  
CWC Winner- Betsy Johnson, CISR, CIC - San Diego Association of Insurance Professionals 
Runner Up- Marcella Beasley, MA, CIC, CISR, CRIS, MLIS, CCIP, CIIP, CLP, TRIP- Insurance 
Associates of Fresno 
 
Renewal Retention Awards: 
Northern California: Insurance Associates of Fresno 
Southern California: Insurance Professionals of San Gabriel Valley  
 
Well-deserved congratulations to all.  
 
Please visit the website to view the Printed Program, Public Relations and Membership Reports as 
well as the CA Council Association Annual Reports. www.caciaip.org.  
 
Thank you to SBAIP for an exceptional job hosting the Council Meeting and a special thank you to 
Kari Woods, CLP our Council Director for leading us with grace, compassion and letting us all know 
we are valued.  
 
We will see you in San Diego in 2021 where we will join SDAIP in celebration of their 85th birthday! 
SDAIP Thrives at 85!  
 
In fellowship, 
 
Regina Lemanowicz, CLP 
Public Relations Chair 

http://www.thinklifeisdifferent.com./
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.caciaip.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1yZR-5qZ1Rk7yvZxbz6GuJeKVi8_-18dzOGNRo_vXTWniHGdrwHCNjeF8&h=AT30L2v57eDCBDnKGMm4i0chBM2EgqMfiVPrUlsiRQSD9TnCB1Q9BmsvHqKl6CcdUKr8CmpALdgeaVjnOv5QmOtEgSLGnohbmBfGvzGM1oNi-Yi8E48gZjvvb2vwxhu5Bif_xSr-29xPG8M&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT127OUegZnXpd6jnUlj3MQIZWCzqKz_BLZ6PRX0xlselT-NduurhRfS96-SLzwTrs17TwvhC3naHrXwPF2pQwXUrvmvwaDo8ROCU4SDQr9L5fAEJ462aOqhZpBPWh9yqcVEwx_RVoqaIrQZznoROxuT3dcAc8ug-ntiSME2jvQ8VbvB2jpfmD6JR2RM684
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Calendar of Events 

 Due to the current situation we have rescheduled several 
events. We hope to be able to reschedule them soon.  

 Oct  6th – Virtual Board Meeting - All members are welcome to attend and see how the business of the 
association is conducted, just let Marie Meadows (mmeadows@imu.com) know that you will be 
attending so you can be added to the guest list. 

 



Nov  10th - Virtual Board Meeting - All members are welcome to attend and see how the business of the 
association is conducted, just let Marie Meadows (mmeadows@imu.com) know that you will be 
attending so you can be added to the guest list. 

 

Dec.  8th - Virtual Board Meeting - All members are welcome to attend and see how the business of the 
association is conducted, just let Marie Meadows (mmeadows@imu.com) know that you will be 
attending so you can be added to the guest list. 

 

January   5th - Board Meeting at International Marine Underwriters, One Sansome Street, Suite 1550, SF - All 
members are welcome to attend and see how the business of the association is conducted, just let 
Marie Meadows (mmeadows@imu.com) know that you will be attending so you can be added to 
the guest list. 

 

Feb 9th - Board Meeting at International Marine Underwriters, One Sansome Street, Suite 1550, SF - All 
members are welcome to attend and see how the business of the association is conducted, just let 
Marie Meadows (mmeadows@imu.com) know that you will be attending so you can be added to 
the guest list. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

President and Officers 
 

PRESIDENT     MARIE MEADOWS 
PRESIDENT-ELECT  ALLEN SHIU  
VICE PRESIDENT  BEN POTTER 
TREASURER   CASSANDRA YU 
SECRETARY   TINA KONG 
DIRECTOR   ALEXIS MAXWELL 
DIRECTOR   MARITZA PORTILLO  
DIRECTOR   JENNY COLLINS (SCHAEFFLER) 

 
2020/21 COMMITTEES 

 CHAIRPERSON COMPANY AND EMAIL ADDRESS 
ARCHIVE BEN POTTER INTACT INSURANCE  

BPOTTER@INTACTINSURANCE.COM 
AUDIT CASSANDRA YU STARR  

CASSANDRA.YU@STARRCOMPANIES.COM 
BUDGET & FINANCE ANNETTE ING-FIRMEZA AON   

ANNETTE.ING-FIRMEZA@AON.COM 
BY-LAWS & PARLIAMENT  OPEN 
CONFIDENCE WHILE 
COMMUNICATING 

 OPEN 

COMMUNITY SERVICE JENNY CHEA-VAING SINGLE POINT INSURANCE 
JCHEAVAING@SINGLEPOINTINS.COM 

FUNDRAISING / SPECIAL EVENTS ERIC BROWN 
ALLEN SHIU 

CK SPECIALTY  
ALLEN.SHIU@CKSPECIALTY.COM 

EDUCATION/LEGISLATION  OPEN 
EDUCATION ADVISORY (IEA 
SCHOLARSHIP) 

 OPEN 

EMPLOYMENT ANNETTE ING-FIRMEZA AON  
ANNETTE.ING-FIRMEZA@AON.COM 

FELLOWSHIP CASSANDRA YU STARR  
CASSANDRA.YU@STARRCOMPANIES.COM 

GOLF TOURNAMENT MARIE MEADOWS 
ANNETTE ING-FIRMEZA 

INTACT INSURANCE  
MMEADOWS@INTACTINSURANCE.COM 
AON  
ANNETTE.ING-FIRMEZA@AON.COM 

MAY LUNCHEON ALLEN SHIU CK SPECIALTY 
 ALLEN.SHIU@CKSPECIALTY.COM 

MEMBERSHIP JENNY SCHAEFFLER 
 

VERICLAIM 
JENNY.SCHAEFFLER@SEDGWICK.COM 
 

NEW HORIZON PLANNING ANNETTE-ING-FIRMEZA AON 

mailto:bpotter@INTACTINSURANCE.com
mailto:CASSANDRA.YU@STARRCOMPANIES.COM
mailto:annette.ing-firmeza@aon.com
mailto:allen.shiu@ckspecialty.com
mailto:annette.ing-firmeza@aon.com
mailto:cassandra.yu@starrcompanies.com
mailto:mmeadows@INTACTINSURANCE.com
mailto:annette.ing-firmeza@aon.com
mailto:allen.shiu@ckspecialty.com
mailto:Jenny.Schaeffler@Sedgwick.com


PAST PRESIDENT  ANNETTE.ING-FIRMEZA@AON.COM 
NOMINATING BEN POTTER INTACT INSURANCE 

BPOTTER@INTACTINSURANCE.COM 
PROGRAM & SPEAKERS ALL BOARD MEMBERS  
RESERVATIONS CASSANDRA YU STARR 

CASSANDRAYU@STARRCOMPANIES.COM  
SAFETY PROGRAMS ALLEN SHIU CK SPECIALTY 

ALLEN.SHIU@CKSPECIALTY.COM 
TECHNOLOGY (WEBSITE  & COVER 
NOTES) 

MARIE MEADOWS INTACT INSURANCE 
MMEADOWS@INTACTINSURANCE.COM 
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SAFETY TIPS – BY ALLEN SHIU 

 



 



 



 

Fire-Prone Plants 
Learn more about fire-resistant and fire-prone plants, defensible space, home hardening, and wildfire preparedness at 
www.firesafemarin.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firesafemarin.org/


DO YOU KNOW? BY ANNETTE ING-FIRMEZA 

 

WWW.DONOTCALL.GOV/REGISTER 

 

 

 

http://www.donotcall.gov/REGISTER
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